-2~ 



AmeKdment to the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A telemetry apparatus for notifying a user of 
moving out of a coverage area, comprising: 

means for establishing a connection with a network in communication 
with a central monitoring station; and 

means for transmitting an audio or visual signal as the user moves out 
of the coverage area of the network. 

2. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 1, further comprising 
means for collecting patient data of the user. 

3. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 2, further comprising 
means for processing the patient data for a subsequent transmission to the central 
monitoring station. 

4. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 1, further comprising 
means for displaying a visual signal as the user moves out of the coverage area of the 
network. 

5. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the visual 
signal is transmitted after a predetermined time period has expired. 

6. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the visual 
signal is transmitted after a predetermined number of attempts to reconnect to the 
network has failed. 

7. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the audio 
signal is transmitted after a predetermined time period has expired. 
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8. (Original) The telemetry apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the audio 
signal is transmitted after a predetermined number of attempts to reconnect to the 
network has failed. 



9. (Currently Amended) A system for notifying a user of moving out of 
a coverage area, comprising: 

a central monitoring station wirelessiy communicating with a plurality 
of the telemetry devices for processing pati e nt data; ■ 

wh e r e in, said tel e metry device includes: 

ffl ea n s - - fer e stablishing a conn e ction with the central monitoring 

station; and 

ffle att s- for tran s mitting an audio or \isual signal as the user mov es -out 
of the coverage area of the notwork -o f claim 1 . 



10. (Original) The system of Claim 9, further comprising means for 
collecting the patient data of the user. 



11. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 9, wherein the audio or 
visual signal is transmitted after at le ast one of a predetermined time period has 
expired and a predetermined number of attempts to reconnect to the network has 
failed . 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method for notifying a user of moving out 
of a coverage area, the method comprising the steps of: 

establishing a connection with a network in communication with a 
central monitoring station; and 

providing a central mo nit oring station in communication with-a 
plurality of telemetry d e vices in a n e twork; 

continuously collecting patient data-from-the respectiv e telemetry 
devices to th e central monitoring station; 



detecting whon at l e ^t- on e- ef - th e- tel'em e try d e vices mov e s out of th e 
cov e rag e area of the network; and, 

transmitting an audio or visual signal rfvyhenll as the user moves out of 
the coverage area of the network. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 13 claim 2 L wherein the detecting 
step further comprises the step ofL 

detecting whether at least one of the telemetry devices loses the 
connection with the central monitoring station for more than a predetermined time 
period. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim I ' l claim 21 „ wherein 
the audio or visual signal is transmitted after a predetermined number of attempts to 
reconnect to the network has failed. 

16. (Currently Amended) A devic e for wirelessly transmitting patient 
information to a central monitoring station eompri s ing - T he telemetry apparatus of 
claim 2, wherein : 

the means for collecting the patient data includes a sensory circuit for 
receiving patient data from a monitoring device; 

9: s e nsory eircuit-for rec e iving patient data from a monitoring device; 

the means for establishing the connection includes a transmitter for 
transmitting the patient data to the central monitoring station, wherein the patient data 
from the monitoring device, to the sensory circuit, to the transmitter, to the central 
monitoring station defines a patient data transmission chain; and 

the means for transmitting the audio or visual signal includes a device 
for producing a signal when the patient data transmission chain is disrupted for a 
predetermined threshold. 



17. (Currently Amended) The devke- telemetry apparatus of claim 16, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is a predetermined time period. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The devtee- telemetry apparatus of claim 16, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is a predetermined number of attempts to 
reestablish the patient data transmission chain. 

19. (Currently Amended) The d e vice t elemetry apparatus of claim 16, 
wherein the signal is audio, visual, or a combination thereof. 

20. (Currently Amended The de¥t€e- telemetry apparatus of claim 16, 
wherein the signal is transmitted to a separate device. 

21. (New) The method of claim 13, further including: 

providing a central monitoring station in communication with a 
plurality of telemetry devices in a network; 

collecting patient data with one of the telemetry devices; 

transmitting the patient data from the respective telemetry device to the 
central monitoring station; and 

detecting when at le^t the respective telemetry device moves out of a 
coverage area of the network. 



